Table of Contents

BUSINESS ISSUES COMMITTEE


3AGRICULTURE POLICY


3BI-AP-D-1
CRP/EQIP


3BI-AP-D-2
Buffer Strip Initiative


3BI-AP-1
Support Forage Experiments


4BI-AP-2
Dairy Policy


4BI-AP‑7
Compulsory Union Membership


4BI-AP-9
Federal Grazing Fees


4BI-AP-10
Disaster Assistance


5BI-AP-11
Loss of Market Competition


5BI-AP-12
Liability of Volunteer Boards


5BI-AP-13
Hunting Access


5BI-AP-14
Grazing Land Availability


6BI-AP-15
Definition of Crop


6BI-AP-23
Line Item for CDI Budget


6BI-AP-24
CFSA Committee


6BI-AP-26
Right-of-Way Fencing


7BI-AP-27
Farm Programs


8BI-AP-28
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association


8BI-AP-29
Regents Funding


8BI-AP-30
Prosecution of Deceptive Employment Practices


9PUBLIC/PRIVATE LANDS & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT


9BI-PPLEM-D-2
Clean Air


9BI-PPLEM‑1
Noxious Weeds


9BI-PPLEM-3
Taking Private Property


10BI-PPLEM-4
Criminal Trespass Law


10BI-PPLEM-5
Underground Water Supplies


10BI-PPLEM-6
Separation Distances


10BI-PPLEM-9
Endangered Species


11BI-PPLEM-11
Land Use


11BI-PPLEM-13
Environment and Property Rights Representation


12BI-PPLEM-14
Soil Conservation


12BI-PPLEM-18
Land Acquisition


13BI-PPLEM-19
Deep-Bedded Facilities


13BI-PPLEM-22
REAP Congress


14BI-PPLEM-28
Zoning Exemption for Agricultural Facilities


14BI-PPLEM-29
Rhodes Research Farm


14BI-PPLEM-31
Iowa Slough Bill


14BI-PPLEM-33
Pilot Projects/Public Grazing


15BI-PPLEM-35
State Appropriations for Soil & Water


15BI-PPLEM-36
Livestock Feeding Regulations


15BI-PPLEM-37
Environmental Planning


15BI-PPLEM-39
Accidental Spills Penalties


16BI-PPLEM-40
Wetland Definition


16BI-PPLEM-41
Wildlife Control


16BI-PPLEM-42
Predators


16BI-PPLEM-43
Alternative Technologies


17BI-PPLEM‑46
Non-Point Source Pollution


17BI-PPLEM-47
Environmental Quality/Local Control


17BI-PPLEM-48
Nuisance Lawsuits


18BI-PPLEM-49
Wildlife Carcass Disposal


18TAX & FINANCE


18BI-TF-D-2
Utility Vehicle Licenses


18BI-TF-3
Balanced Budget


19BI-TF‑7
Job Creation


19BI-TF-8
Lift Program


19BI-TF-9
School and Bond Issues


19BI-TF-12
Property Taxes


20BI-TF-13
Property Tax Exemption/Pollution Control


20BI-TF-14
Feedlot Tax Credit


20BI-TF-15
FMD Indemnity Fund


20BI-TF-18
Road Use Tax Fund


21BI-TF-20
Incentives for Livestock Facilities


21BI-TF-21
Biodiesel Feedstock Tax Equity


21BI-TF‑23
Unemployment Compensation


22BI-TF-30
Livestock Production Incentive Refund


22BI-TF-31
Ag Tax Credit


22BI-TF-32
SS Exemption on Cooperative Dividends


23BI-TF-33
Property Tax Levies


23BI-TF‑34
Iowa Inheritance Tax


23BI-TF-35
Gift Exemption


24BI-TF-36
Ethanol


24BI-TF-37
Capital Gains


24BI-TF-38
Fuel Taxes and Pickup License Fees





BUSINESS ISSUES COMMITTEE

AGRICULTURE POLICY

BI-AP-D-1
CRP/EQIP

2011

WHEREAS, USDA is considering changes in rules for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract extensions and the rules which govern Environmental Quality Incentives Program.

THEREFORE, BE IT DIRECTED, that the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the following criteria for rule development:

1. Include the conservation practices of: field borders with an Erodibility Index greater than 15 and agricultural drainage wells to be eligible for inclusion as conservation practices in the continuous sign-up of land in the CRP;

2. Support a proposed rule to allow  managed haying and grazing and allow emergency haying and grazing provisions with a payment reduction at fair and reasonable rates to be determined by the Secretary of Agriculture on not only CRP but CRP buffers to improve water holding and filtering capacities;

3. That a minimum of 60% of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program funds be spent on livestock conservation and incentive production projects on a federal basis;

45. Allow managed grazing on land that is enrolled in continuous sign-up of CRP under the provisions outlined in the Conservation Reserve Program. 

BE IT FURTHER DIRECTED, that the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to formulate procedures and rules to allow for managed haying and grazing of CRP buffers in an effort to restore them to their best possible intended use.
BI-AP-D-2
Buffer Strip Initiative

2011

WHEREAS, the Governor’s office and Iowa DNR are planning an expansion of the buffer strip initiative and CREP acres in Iowa; and

WHEREAS, cattle have shown to be beneficial in controlled grazing of riparian areas.

THEREFORE BE IT DIRECTED, that the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association representatives make special efforts to have cattle grazing be included in these new programs and that such initiatives continue to be on a voluntary basis.

BI-AP-1
Support Forage Experiments

2008

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association recognizes the importance of establishment of grasses and forages to the cattle industry. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association recognize and support ongoing forage research and experiments conducted by all entities in the State of Iowa.

BI-AP-2
Dairy Policy

2008
WHEREAS, Congress has spent considerable time and resources on dairy policy and a satisfactory solution has not been forthcoming; and

WHEREAS, the solution may have significant economic impact on both the dairy and beef industry. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association urge the National Cattlemen's Beef Association to continue to work with the dairy industry in finding a long range solution to dairy policy that will be beneficial and acceptable to both the dairy and beef industry.

BI-AP‑7
Compulsory Union Membership

2009
WHEREAS, compulsory union membership is contrary to the basic principles of individual freedom upon which this nation was founded.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association will defend the provisions of state and federal law which assures enactment of "Right‑To‑Work" laws, and insists the law be enforced against secondary boycotts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Iowa Cattlemen's Association oppose any existing legislation or legislation which may be proposed, that would extend the authorization of compulsory unionism to all related agricultural employees or to any other employees not now covered by such provision.

BI-AP-9
Federal Grazing Fees

2011
WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association supports economic equality in all regions of the country; and

WHEREAS, public awareness and competition for public lands may cause reassessment of grazing fee formulas.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association favor establishment of federal grazing fees at fair rates.

BI-AP-10
Disaster Assistance

2007

WHEREAS, in the event of any future disaster assistance programs gross income may be used as a criteria of eligibility. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, replacement feeder cattle and other purchased inputs be deducted when determining disaster assistance eligibility.

BI-AP-11
Loss of Market Competition

2009

WHEREAS, the trend of mergers and mega mergers within the economic structure of world business continues at an unprecedented pace; and

WHEREAS, the result of these mergers results in fewer and fewer choices in the fields of finance, supply and product processing, thereby reducing competition in all areas.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association seek to create a unified group of all commodity producing organizations to monitor such mergers and ensure governmental regulatory agencies preserve a competitive business climate for all producers.

BI-AP-12
Liability of Volunteer Boards

2007

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association is governed by volunteer leadership and a volunteer Board of Directors which are responsible for establishing policy within the Iowa Cattlemen's Association; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association is considered a non-profit commodity organization; and

WHEREAS, there is growing concern of legal liability in this type of volunteer leadership.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support legislation absolving liability of volunteer board members.

BI-AP-13
Hunting Access

2009

WHEREAS, Iowa cattle producers are private property landowners; and

WHEREAS, many Iowa cattlemen voluntarily allow people to hunt, or lease hunting  rights.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work to ensure that cattle producers are not forced to give unrestricted public access to private land which has received federal funding related to conservation assistance and farm programs.

BI-AP-14
Grazing Land Availability

2009

WHEREAS, Iowa’s cow herds are competing for pasture ground with government programs; and

WHEREAS, the problem will continue to get worse if something isn’t done.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association Board of Directors continuously monitor the implementation of the new Farm Bill and make interim policy as necessary to encourage the continuation of Iowa’s beef industry.

BI-AP-15
Definition of Crop

2009

WHEREAS, the harvested crop is the grain and the residue including corn stalks, corn cobs, bean straw, oat straw, wheat straw, etc.; and

WHEREAS, corn stalk and soybean straw are important bedding materials, feed stuffs and material for cellulose ethanol plants; and

WHEREAS, confusion may exist as to what constitutes a crop for farm lease purposes.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the adoption of the definition of crops to include the harvested residue in Chapter 562 of the Iowa Code.
BI-AP-23
Line Item for CDI Budget

2010

WHEREAS, the Conservation District of Iowa (CDI) Board understands it is important to stabilize the necessary funds for staff support to carry out Iowa’s Soil and Water Quality objectives; and

WHEREAS, with the current administrative system the DSC budget remains an unknown; and

WHEREAS, the District operation funds (1M) also needs appropriate and stable funds to continue SWCD programs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support that the CDI will seek the re-creation of a separate and distinct budget line item for the Division of Soil Conservation within the annual budget of the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (until 2002 this is the way it was).

BI-AP-24
CFSA Committee

2007

WHEREAS, involvement in farm program administration is important.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association Board of Directors encourage members to gain County Farm Service Agency Committee positions, District Soil and Water Commission seats, Township Trustees and Zoning Commissioners, and local conservation work groups.

BI-AP-26
Right-of-Way Fencing

2008

WHEREAS, federal interstate highways and railroads are all bordered by fences originally constructed by the right-of-way holder; and

WHEREAS, those fences have fallen into disrepair.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work to encourage these entities to repair and maintain these fences.
BI-AP-27
Farm Programs

2010

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association believes that the federal government's involvement in agriculture through feed grain programs are often detrimental to the cattle industry; and

WHEREAS, government programs of the past have benefited one segment of agriculture without considering the impact on another; and

WHEREAS, government programs will have an impact on the cattle industry.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association recommend that Congress and USDA in formulating and administering future farm policy observe the following:

1. Eliminate from all farm programs discrimina​tion against the cattle industry in the area of base acreage and normal crop acres, base yields, loan privileges, including hay and silage loans, and soil conservation;

2. Farm policies should be developed having both long and short range objectives;

3. The intent of American farm policy should be profitable markets with emphasis on producing and exporting value added products;

4. Farm programs should be market oriented though providing a price safety net somewhere below the variable cost of production which could be adjusted seasonally;

5. Strategic reserves should be maintained as hedges against disaster and to assure the world that the United States is a reliable supplier. Reserves should NOT be used to control or influence prices;

6. Farm policy must promote soil conserva​tion and the best use of resources;

7. Policies should not be formulated so as to favor one segment of agriculture over another;

8. If Federal Crop Insurance is to continue and be considered as part of future farm programs, it must become more cost efficient and coverage should be expanded to cover the commonly produced pasture and hay crops. Yield coverages must be raised and should be calculated on a field-by-field and farm-by-farm basis;

9. Fiscal responsibility is a concern of Iowa cattlemen. We recognize that all segments of our economy will have to respond by decreased spending to facilitate balancing the budget;

10. Balancing the federal budget with proportionate cuts in spending should not be accomplished at the expense of the cattle industry and agriculture;

11. We endorse efforts to reduce the real interest rates for agriculture;

12. Future farm legislation should be announced in accordance with the September 15 statutory deadline;

13. The importance of local governance and oversight at Farm Services Agency offices increases with the complexity of current farm programs (e.g. LDP payments). Iowa Cattlemen’s Association strongly urges that local boards be empowered to make decisions regarding strictly local issues and/or entities; and

14. CREP and CRP rental rates should reflect private sector pasture rental rates and should not be on the leading edge of these rates.

BI-AP-28
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association

2011
WHEREAS, national issues before Congress and federal regulatory agencies have the potential to greatly impact Iowa and U.S. cattle operations; and

WHEREAS, it is more important than ever for the cattle industry to have strong representation at the federal level; and

WHEREAS, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association is attempting to get its financial house in order by restructuring its governance structure and membership model.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, if NCBA successfully develops a structure allowing for equitable grassroots input and fair representation for all affiliates and appears willing to make the necessary budgetary adjustments, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association will encourage all Iowa cattlemen to individually support NCBA as they see fit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association Board will not support an annual affiliation fee that has the potential to negatively impact Iowa Cattlemen’s Association member numbers as a result of a dues increase, or by creating the impression that all Iowa Cattlemen’s Association members must be NCBA members.

Be it further resolved, that the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support and encourage grassroots involvement in developing NCBA policy and action through active committee responsibility.

BI-AP-29
Regents Funding

2010
WHEREAS, state appropriations to the Iowa Board of Regents to support Iowa’s state universities have been declining over the years, and 

WHEREAS, tuition has been increasing to offset the declining appropriations; and

WHEREAS, Iowa agriculture depends on Iowa State University to educate our young people interested in careers in agriculture, to conduct agricultural research, and to deliver information to the citizens of Iowa, and 

WHEREAS, the state appropriations to the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) have been declining over several years, and 

WHEREAS, Iowa citizens depend on IDALS for a wide variety of protection programs including meat processing, commercial feed and fertilizer, pesticide application, weights and measures and animal health.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association encourages the State of Iowa to prioritize funding to the Board of Regents and IDALS to address these critical agricultural issues.
BI-AP-30
Prosecution of Deceptive Employment Practices

2011
WHEREAS, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association supports the humane treatment of animals and adhering to Beef Quality Assurance standards; and 

WHEREAS, there are individuals and/or organizations that falsely claim to promote animal welfare and rights when in fact they are opposed to animal agriculture; and

WHEREAS, these entities have members who trespass or gain employment in animal production operations to collect information taken out of context or is simply false.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support legislation to prosecute these individuals or organizations.

PUBLIC/PRIVATE LANDS & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

BI-PPLEM-D-2
Clean Air

2011
WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association supports working with commodity and farm associations/groups to assure that sound science is utilized in developing regulations that are transparent, workable and practical for future air quality standards.

THEREFORE BE IT DIRECTED, that the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support and encourage that the national and state committees and farm groups work together to achieve such standards based on sound science.

BI-PPLEM‑1
Noxious Weeds

2010

WHEREAS, federal, state, and county-owned lands are susceptible to noxious weed growth; and

WHEREAS, the control of noxious weeds and fencing of lands is of a genuine concern to cattlemen as well as row‑crop farmers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, said lands be subject to the same laws, rules and regulations as privately‑owned lands.

BI-PPLEM-3
Taking Private Property

2009

WHEREAS, sound environmental policy must balance protection of the environment with other equally important state interests like economic growth of the Iowa cattle industry, availability of food and affordable housing.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, all regulations which affect the use or value of property should be reviewed to insure that they do not restrict an owner's use of that property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the taking of a person's property shall be justly compensated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED government agencies should exercise that power responsibly and should never act arbitrarily and are aware of the true cost of regulations. 

BI-PPLEM-4
Criminal Trespass Law

2008

WHEREAS, the present criminal trespass law has been improved; and

WHEREAS, prior written permission to enter property would provide an evidentiary basis for enforcement of the trespass law as well as providing a potential legal basis for reduced personal liability.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association recommend any further change of trespass law to require written permission to enter any property.

BI-PPLEM-5
Underground Water Supplies

2009

WHEREAS, the cattle industry in Iowa depends heavily on underground water supplies; and

WHEREAS, the potability of such underground water is important to Iowa's beef cattle producers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association urge its members to take whatever steps they can to prevent the pollution of underground water supplies by building properly constructed wells, plugging abandoned wells, using best environmental management practices for organic nutrient utilization and nitrogen management and proper surface water drainage systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the goal of non-degradation of groundwater is supported by the Iowa Cattlemen's Association, but until adequate research is completed upon which to base decisions, we urge restraint in developing rules to achieve this goal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support funding for costs incurred from additional regulations or guidelines applied by state or local agencies concerning the correct plugging of abandoned water wells.

BI-PPLEM-6
Separation Distances

2009
WHEREAS, current laws require that new livestock facilities are required to maintain a separation distance from existing dwellings and public use areas.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, new residences, subdivisions and public use areas in rural areas be required to meet the maximum separation distances from existing livestock operations that new livestock facilities must meet from existing residences. Residential and subdivision owners may obtain a recorded waiver from the separation distance from the neighboring livestock operation.

BI-PPLEM-9
Endangered Species

2010
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) endangered species protection program places unwarranted and potentially devastating restrictions on the cattle industry and all agriculture.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support a complete delay on listings until:

1. A Federal Register Notice is issued soliciting public comment on each new listing;

2. A complete public review of all US Fish & Wildlife Service Jeopardy Opinions for any species being listed;

3. An Economic Assessment of the impacts to agriculture;

4. An Environmental Impact Study has been prepared;

5. National, state and local hearings are conducted for each new listing;

6. All endangered species ranges are updated, justified and verified;

7. Clear goals for recovery and criteria for de-listing of a species are developed prior to listing of that species; and

8. Alternate programs are explored.

BI-PPLEM-11
Land Use

2011
WHEREAS, the issue of land use in Iowa becomes increasingly important as Iowa population grows and the use of its land becomes more intensified; and

WHEREAS, the cattlemen of Iowa have distinctive problems and interests in the use of land for production of beef cattle; and

WHEREAS, the complexities of the many issues and interests involved are substantial, not the least of which are the preservation of private property rights and the location of control over land‑use decisions.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, land suitable for the grazing of livestock be deemed agricultural land worthy of preservation and that grazing be given preference over recreational and/or urban uses.

BI-PPLEM-13
Environment and Property Rights Representation

2007

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association’s diverse membership includes producers with experience and expertise in all facets of cattle production; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association employs a professional staff capable of communicating the importance and interests of the cattle industry to elected officials, agencies and the general public; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association has historically been active in preserving and promoting the cattle industry in Iowa.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, if new environmental or property rights legislation or regulation is proposed which would impact the cattle industry, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association will represent cattle producers’ interests to the fullest extent possible.

BI-PPLEM-14
Soil Conservation

2007
WHEREAS, the preservation of Iowa's productive topsoil is of concern to all segments of society; and

WHEREAS, we have learned a great deal about effective soil conservation practices; and

WHEREAS, Iowa still has a considerable number of marginal acres that are of too high a degree of slope to have acceptable levels of soil loss regardless of conservation practice when intensively row‑cropped.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association develop promotional and educational programs to call attention to this problem and promote the conversion of these acres, subject to severe erosion, to grass and forage production, which can only be utilized by ruminant animals and Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support that funding of soil conservation cost share be maintained at current funding levels or above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work with state and federal government to insure that programs addressing soil conservation recognize the role that the beef industry can play in addressing this problem and that these programs do not discriminate against the beef industry.

BI-PPLEM-18
Land Acquisition

2009

WHEREAS, the State of Iowa is primarily comprised of agricultural land consisting of row crop, pasture and timberland; and

WHEREAS, much of the state-owned land including state parks, recreational areas and preserves need to be improved and repaired; and

WHEREAS, ownership of ground by the state relinquishes it from the tax rolls which inevitability raises taxes.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association discourage the purchases of agricultural land by the federal, state, county, and or local governments and encourage use of acquisition funds for improving existing properties as suggested in the "Private Property Enhancement Alternatives" and listed below:

I. Alternatives should be implemented on a voluntary basis only, as individual management systems vary

II. Private Alternatives for Wildlife Habitat

A. Encourage owners to set aside plots for wildlife habitat, i.e. existing building sites, existing ditches

B. Food plots on CRP acres

C. Protecting nesting areas on grassland

1. Short-term rental by groups; i.e. Pheasants Forever

2. Rotational grazing

3. Warm season grasses

D. Establish leasing program on grassland currently enrolled in CRP

E. Incentive for owner to leave CRP in grassland at maturity of contract

III. Alternative for Preventing Soil Erosion

A. Establish permanent vegetation on D & E slopes

B. Establish living snow fence and shelterbelts

C. Conservation tillage

D. Trees on CRP acres

IV. Water Quality

A. Improvement of existing lakes to enhance fish habitat

B. Construction of farm ponds and dugouts for runoff control

C. Grassland on watersheds

V. Areas of Prairie Ecosystems

A. Establish native prairie grass and flowers on operating railroad right-of-ways

B. Plots previously mentioned under wildlife habitat

VI. Education and Communication

A. Utilized expertise of DNR, ISU Extension, NRCS, FSA, US Fish and Wildlife Service and wildlife and conservation groups to develop projects and programs funded by state and federal revenue. These projects and programs will utilize the management and labor resources of the private sector and thus guarantee success due to the "pride in a job well done" philosophy instilled in rural Iowa landowners.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association would support acquisition of private land for public use only to preserve special or unique natural areas, provided endowed management, maintenance, and tax funds be included as part of those purchases or gifts.

BI-PPLEM-19
Deep-Bedded Facilities

2009

WHEREAS, deep-bedded cattle barns are becoming more popular for beef production; and

WHEREAS, dry manure produced from deep-bedded barns is different than liquid manure and poultry manure.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association continue to work with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Iowa Legislature to see that dry manure from deep-bedded barns be classified and regulated differently.

BI-PPLEM-22
REAP Congress

2007
WHEREAS, the cattle industry in the State of Iowa is comprised of private land consisting of row crop, grazing land and timberland; and

WHEREAS, the actions taken by the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Congress have a direct impact on existing and future livestock operations through management practices and tax rates.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, only delegates selected by the county Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Committee to the regional REAP meeting be eligible to be selected as delegates to the REAP Congress and that federal, state and county employees and their spouses are not eligible to be delegates to the REAP Congress.

BI-PPLEM-28
Zoning Exemption for Agricultural Facilities

2010

WHEREAS, counties may attempt to circumvent the Iowa Code by zoning agricultural facilities; and

WHEREAS, controversies regarding concentrated livestock facilities have escalated.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the continuation of the zoning exemption for agricultural purposes as contained in Chapter 335 of the Iowa Code.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, agricultural purposes be determined by definition contained in Chapter 71.1(3) of the Iowa Administrative Rules.

BI-PPLEM-29
Rhodes Research Farm

2007
WHEREAS, the Iowa State University Research and Demonstration Farms conduct research applicable to all agricultural interests in Iowa; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa cattle industry depends on research and development of new technologies, and 

WHEREAS, the Rhodes Research Farm is one of the few public research farms that is oriented heavily toward beef cattle; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources has proposed a new lake site that may eliminate the Rhodes Research Farm.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association oppose the taking of the Rhodes Research Farm for the purposes of building a lake or other activity other than the present use.

BI-PPLEM-31
Iowa Slough Bill

2007
WHEREAS, the Iowa Slough Bill provides property tax relief for particular uses of land including: open prairies, forest cover, river and stream banks, and wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Slough Bill does not require restoration of such land to a native condition; and

WHEREAS, public assistance for restoration of native habitat is available through various agencies.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, restoration of land to a condition such that a majority of the vegetation is consistent with a native habitat be required, and certified by a government naturalist, prior to being granted property tax relief.

BI-PPLEM-33
Pilot Projects/Public Grazing

2011
WHEREAS, managed grazing on public or private lands can both enhance the wildlife carrying potential of the land and allow for expansion of the cattle industry.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support the implementation of managed grazing projects between the public agencies and private cattle producers.

BI-PPLEM-35
State Appropriations for Soil & Water

2011
WHEREAS, soil and water conservation is important to all Iowa citizens; and

WHEREAS, funding for this purpose has not met the needs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association undertake efforts to increase state and federal appropriations for cost share financing of on-farm soil conservation and water quality protection projects.

BI-PPLEM-36
Livestock Feeding Regulations

2011
WHEREAS, Iowa’s current environmental regulations are comparable to other major livestock producing states. In order to expand our livestock base, environmental concerns must be balanced with economic reality. New restrictions will drive the industry away from Iowa; and

WHEREAS, Iowa has a substantial portion of our nation’s prime farmland and the ability to add value to the crops produced on that land through a thriving cattle industry which is vital to Iowa’s economic success; and

WHEREAS, unreasonable environmental regulations will only impose more costs on our cattle producers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association oppose any changes to current state and federal regulations which would be adverse to the cattle industry, unless the changes are based on sound scientific and economic data.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association encourage environmental research by Iowa State University and other entities that will provide viable economic solutions.

BI-PPLEM-37
Environmental Planning

2008

WHEREAS, cooperation and attitudes are important to good working relationships; and

WHEREAS, environmental concerns and the regulations relating to them are becoming increasingly important and sometimes controversial.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association continue the policy of proactive participation with other organizations and governmental entities in environmental planning.

BI-PPLEM-39
Accidental Spills Penalties

2008
WHEREAS, public pressure has caused near hysteria regarding clean water; and

WHEREAS, lawmakers and the courts have over-reacted and made accidental manure spills both a civil and criminal offense.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work with the Iowa Legislature and Bar Association to limit prosecution of accidental manure spills to be no more than a civil penalty.

BI-PPLEM-40
Wetland Definition

2009

WHEREAS, the cattle industry is directly impacted by pastureland vs. cropland that may be designated wetlands; and

WHEREAS, there is considerable confusion in determining the wetland definition.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the definition of wetlands by simultaneous actual presence of three naturally occurring criteria: hydric soils, hydrophilic vegetation and surface inundation for a significant portion of the growing season of every year under normal precipitation.

BI-PPLEM-41
Wildlife Control

2009
WHEREAS, wildlife has the potential to cause damage to real and/or personal property in both the private and public sectors and may threaten human health and safety on occasion; and

WHEREAS, prevention and/or control of wildlife damage is an essential and responsible part of wildlife management.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association encourage the State of Iowa provide an effective wildlife management program in Iowa that includes controlled hunting, trapping, and educational and research projects.

BI-PPLEM-42
Predators

2006

WHEREAS, the cattle industry is vital to Iowa’s economy; and

WHEREAS, the cattle industry and our human population are being threatened by predators and other species.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association will oppose all attempts to give any type of legal protection to mountain lions, wolves and bears.

BI-PPLEM-43
Alternative Technologies

2011
WHEREAS, the EPA and DNR have been open to the use of alternative technologies

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association shall work closely with the DNR to further develop alternative technologies to enhance, and improve water quality at livestock operations.

BI-PPLEM‑46
Non-Point Source Pollution

2008

WHEREAS, it is generally recognized that the use of best management practices reduce non-point source pollution; and

WHEREAS, control of non-point source pollution is dependent on scientifically based, site-specific application of best management practices; and

WHEREAS, research data is inadequate to scientifically outline what criteria should be established in developing mandatory regulations.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association favor the voluntary use of best management practices for non-point pollution control and encourages its members and all segments of society to implement these practices whenever and wherever possible.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association oppose the implementation of mandatory regulations for non-point sources of agricultural pollution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if mandatory non-point source regulations are imposed over the Iowa Cattlemen's Association's objection, it is necessary that regulations be funded and be developed at the state level based on sound science where such decisions can best be made.

BI-PPLEM-47
Environmental Quality/Local Control

2008

WHEREAS, clean water and air are essential to the health and welfare of all producers in the cattle industry; and

WHEREAS, water and air are precious resources that we manage to the benefit of social environmental and economic values that are important to the stability of our industry and with the understanding of our unique needs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the appropriate agencies recognize the state’s abilities to best manage the resources within their jurisdictions and that environmental laws shall not be interpreted to be more restrictive than statue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Iowa environmental quality protection standards and regulations be established at the state level.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association oppose local control of environmental standards and regulations.

BI-PPLEM-48
Nuisance Lawsuits

2008
WHEREAS, the steady increase of nuisance lawsuits in the state of Iowa against cattle producers has closed existing facilities; and

WHEREAS, the threat of nuisance lawsuits has discouraged many cattle producers from expanding facilities; and

WHEREAS, Iowa’s Right to Farm Act does not protect Iowa cattle producers from nuisance lawsuits; and

WHEREAS, neighboring states have Right to Farm Acts that do protect their cattle producers from nuisance lawsuits.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support changes to the Iowa Code to provide better protection for Iowa cattle producers from nuisance lawsuits.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association work with the other agriculture organizations in the state of Iowa to achieve this change to the Iowa Code.
BI-PPLEM-49
Wildlife Carcass Disposal

2008

WHEREAS, improper disposal, removal and cleanup of wildlife carcasses and remains has potential to cause human and cattle health problems by threatening and contaminating our water sources, proper disposal must be an essential part of Wildlife Management.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association encourage the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to enforce and carry out proper disposal of wildlife carcasses.

TAX & FINANCE

BI-TF-D-2
Utility Vehicle Licenses

2011
WHEREAS, ATVs used for farming purposes are not subject to sales tax or licensing requirements and are allowed to be driven on roads for qualified uses; and

WHEREAS, utility vehicles have become popular for farming use and are not classified in the same way as ATVs.

THEREFORE BE IT DIRECTED, that the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association work to have utility vehicles classified for sales tax, licensing and road use in the same way as ATVs.

BI-TF-3
Balanced Budget

2007
BE IT RESOLVED the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the approach to a balanced budget and more fiscal responsibility in state and national government with any burden being placed on all segments of society equally.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as Iowa moves to be more fiscally responsible with our tax dollars, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support a 60% majority necessary to pass any tax increase in the Iowa Legislature.

BI-TF‑7
Job Creation

2009

WHEREAS, the creation of jobs is a top priority in the State of Iowa; and

WHEREAS, further processing of farm commodities would increase jobs in Iowa up to seven times.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support further processing of farm products and that this be encouraged by tax incentives.

BI-TF-8
Lift Program

2010

WHEREAS, the opportunity is present for a new harvesting facility and refurbished facility; and

WHEREAS, the cattle industry adds value to the grain and forages produced in Iowa.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association encourage the State Treasurer’s Office to utilize funding from the state revolving fund for the expansion of cattle facilities in Iowa.

BI-TF-9
School and Bond Issues

2008

WHEREAS, it has been proposed that current Iowa law requiring a 60 percent positive majority to pass a bond issue be reduced to a simple majority.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support retention of the current 60 percent positive majority requirement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support allowing local school districts, upon a favorable vote, to retire future school bond indebtedness 50 percent on income tax and 50 percent on property tax.

BI-TF-12
Property Taxes

2007
WHEREAS, cattlemen and farmers are increasingly concerned about the burden of property taxes; and

WHEREAS, in the past, unfunded mandates have caused property and other local taxes to be increased, and


WHEREAS, property taxes bear a large share of school infrastructure costs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the concept of holding the line or freezing property taxes so that any changes in the state budget not result in higher property taxes and that any mandate, direct or indirect, passed by the Iowa Legislature be fully funded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Legislature explore increasing the state sales tax to equitably relieve the property tax burden of paying for school infrastructure costs.

BI-TF-13
Property Tax Exemption/Pollution Control 

2009

WHEREAS, there is currently a property tax exemption on land holding pollution control systems.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we work to retain the existing property tax exemption on pollution control containment systems.

BI-TF-14
Feedlot Tax Credit

2007
WHEREAS, the State of Iowa is trying to expand ethanol production and other value added grain processing with the resulting increase in co-products which are extensively used by Iowa’s cattle industry; and

WHEREAS, new AFO/CAFO regulations will make it increasingly difficult for Iowa feedlots to compete with other major feeding states due to higher average rainfall.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, new Iowa cattle feedlots, feedlots which expand, and those that build pollution control structures shall receive an income tax credit for their contributions to value added agriculture.

BI-TF-15
FMD Indemnity Fund

2007
WHEREAS, the federal government has an indemnity fund to pay producers for their livestock in the event of an FMD outbreak in the US.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the income from the FMD indemnity fund should be handled the same as an involuntary conversion and qualify for two year deferral or replacement.

BI-TF-18
Road Use Tax Fund

2008
WHEREAS, highway funds are being transferred to the general fund for various purposes; and

WHEREAS, if these transfers continue, the resulting reduction of highway maintenance funding will accelerate highway deterioration and result in higher repair cost on Iowa highways in the future.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association continue to oppose altering the current formula or transfer of any road use tax fund into the general fund or any other fund.

BI-TF-20
Incentives for Livestock Facilities

2009

WHEREAS, recent studies completed by various groups and organizations report "the best way to generate economic activity and revitalize rural and small town Iowa is to expand the livestock industry"; and

WHEREAS, studies done by the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture show the greatest financial return to management is through a livestock operation; and

WHEREAS, modern livestock production systems can benefit the environment as well.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in order to furnish an incentive for modernizing existing livestock facilities and to encourage building new livestock facilities, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association work with the Legislature to create incentives to encourage modernization and construction of improved pollution control and livestock production systems.

BI-TF-21
Biodiesel Feedstock Tax Equity

2009
WHEREAS, the byproduct value per 1,000-lb. Steer for inedible tallow and meat scraps - the primary animal byproducts used in biodiesel refining - is approximately $9 per animal; and

WHEREAS, the environmental benefits of using animal byproducts for renewable fuel generation include reduced diesel emissions and improved air quality; reduced landfill disposal for dead and diseased animals; reduced dependence on foreign energy sources - the ultimate recycling of traditional byproducts of animal husbandry for a high-benefit alternative fuel source that is totally renewable; and

WHEREAS, biodiesel plant construction and related investment/hiring can potentially help improve rural economies.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support tax incentives for biodiesel as an alternative renewable fuel.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, animal byproducts are not discriminated against in any way as compared to vegetable based fats.

BI-TF‑23
Unemployment Compensation

2011
WHEREAS, the quarterly unemployment compensation exemption of $20,000 is no longer practical in the present inflated economy.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the quarterly exemption be increased to $60,000 and hereafter be adjusted by the Consumer Price Index.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all officers of a family corporation and its family members be exempt from state and federal unemployment compensation tax.

BI-TF-30
Livestock Production Incentive Refund

2009

WHEREAS, animal agriculture is essential to Iowa's economy and provides about $9 billion in cash receipts; and

WHEREAS, taxes on these receipts are not equitably returned to county governments; and

WHEREAS, the beef cow herd provides environmental and economic benefits to the state by adding value to our fragile lands.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support the continuation of the individual livestock incentive refund where the individual receives a payment from the state general fund which reflects the number of cows, bulls and bred heifers in inventory.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Legislature move toward fully funding the Iowa Production Credit without regard to individual or business structure income or net worth factors.

BI-TF-31
Ag Tax Credit

2011
WHEREAS, our present system of property tax in Iowa is not operating fairly and adequately.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support improvements in the productivity formula to initiate county‑by‑county calculations using productivity values to more accurately reflect actual farming expenses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association favor continuation of the limit on increases in assessed value of agriculture property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association favor continuation of the homestead tax credit and agricultural tax credit full payment each year unless it could be replaced with a fully funded livestock value-added tax credit, or similar legislation which encourages cattle and other livestock production which includes pasture and forage production and protection of the environment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the present fixed seven percent capitalization rate be changed to a flexible rate to better reflect the actual situation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association favor continuation of the Family Farm Tax Credit.

BI-TF-32
SS Exemption on Cooperative Dividends

2011
WHEREAS, corporate entities which are members of cooperatives are not subject to social security tax on income they receive from earnings distributed to them by a cooperative, but individual farmer-members are subject to the tax; and

WHEREAS, it is longstanding federal policy to encourage farmers to band together in cooperatives, particularly now in “valued-added” cooperatives.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as a matter of fairness to active farmers and to non-corporate farmers, and as a matter of increased effectiveness in achieving widely supported federal farm policy goals, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association request Congress to grant a complete exemption from social security taxes on income received by farmers from income received from earnings distributed to them by cooperatives.

BI-TF-33
Property Tax Levies

2010

WHEREAS, county property tax levies are rising in part due to exemption of some private property from taxation; and

WHEREAS, exempt lands still require roads, fire and police protection; and

WHEREAS, exempt lands are generally assessed at relativity low valuations such that the tax that would be collected would unlikely cause undue economic hardship on the owners.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support legislation that would alter the property tax exemption on Forest Reserve, Wetlands Reserve, Native Prairie and Iowa Slough Bill lands, such that a more equitable treatment of these lands with respect to Iowa’s cattle industry be achieved.
BI-TF‑34
Iowa Inheritance Tax

2007

WHEREAS, the family farm is and should continue to be the backbone of agriculture in Iowa; and

WHEREAS, a family livestock operation cannot attain economic success without a substantial land base for growing feed grains; and

WHEREAS, amendments to the federal estate tax laws have not kept pace with inflation.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association favor the repeal of the federal estate tax as currently written to include a higher exemption level of $15 million per family tied to inflation and maintaining the stepped-up basis.

BI-TF-35
Gift Exemption

2008

WHEREAS, it has become increasingly difficult to own and operate a small business or family farm in this country; and

WHEREAS, the transfer of ownership of these vital businesses has been restricted for years.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support and encourage the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association to support raising the annual gift exemption to $30,000, and once raised, that the increase be indexed to inflation for the future.

BI-TF-36
Ethanol

2008

WHEREAS, the production of ethanol in the state of Iowa is beneficial to the Iowa cattle industry.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support initiatives of the Iowa Renewable Fuels Association and other state organizations to grow the ethanol industry in Iowa not inconsistent with the policies of this organization.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association work with the Iowa and National Corn Growers Association, and other supportive organizations, entities or individuals to insure the security of the ethanol tax incentive.

BI-TF-37
Capital Gains

2008

WHEREAS, there has been a major change in the capital gains tax at the federal level, and 

WHEREAS, the average age of farmers and landowners is increasing and most livestock is raised by younger farmers; and

WHEREAS, a reduction in capital gains taxes on farmland and livestock would enhance the transfer of these assets thereby increasing livestock numbers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support the reduction of capital gains taxes in Iowa on farmland and livestock.

BI-TF-38
Fuel Taxes and Pickup License Fees

2008

WHEREAS, the Iowa State Legislature is looking for ways to increase road funds; and

WHEREAS, they are considering raising the fuel tax and or raising licensing fees on pickups.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support raising the fuel tax with the increased revenue going to road maintenance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support an increase of pickup licenses, with an option on the Iowa Income Tax Return to apply for a tax credit on the difference between the increased license fee and the existing license fee, if a Schedule F is filed by the owner of the pickup.
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