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BEEF PRODUCTS COMMITTEE

BEEF SAFETY

BP-BS-1
Research

2009

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association supports and actively promotes Beef Quality Assurance; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association recognizes that Beef Quality Assurance has a significant influence on beef demand; and

WHEREAS, foodborne pathogens that cause human illness are known to exist in cattle populations.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support research to identify:

1. Critical control points in cattle production systems that have the potential to reduce foodborne pathogens; and

2. Preventative management interventions that may reduce the prevalence of foodborne pathogens in cattle. These controls and/or interventions should make statistical, meaningful reductions of foodborne pathogens in a cost-effective manner.

BP-BS-2
Beef Quality Assurance

2011

WHEREAS, cattlemen are dedicated to the production of safe, wholesome and healthful beef; and

WHEREAS, injectable animal health products, vaccines, biologics, antibiotics, anthelmintics and other pharmaceutics are essential to maintaining animal health and performance; and

WHEREAS, the prevention of injection site scars in valuable beef cuts is the goal of the beef cattle industry; and

WHEREAS, incidence of tissue damage can be reduced through individual management and health procedures performed in the cow/calf and feedlot enterprises.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, manufacturers of veterinary biologics and pharmaceuticals give careful consideration to the effects any product may have on tissue when given by injection. This shall include development and selection of adjuvants, carrier vehicles and other products, which are both effective and non-irritating to tissue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, biological and pharmaceutical products be clearly labeled to be given by routes other than intramuscular injection whenever possible.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, producers, veterinarians, and others giving injections to cattle be encouraged to carefully follow label directions and develop cervical (neck) injection protocol.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all animal health product manufacturers assist the Iowa and National Cattlemen's Beef Quality Assurance efforts to minimize injection site tissue damage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, management and health procedures, encompassing all facets of production, will address and increase awareness of animal comfort zones including least invasive techniques and cervical injection sites which are subcutaneous whenever possible.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association continue to support the current Beef Checkoff-funded Beef Quality Assurance Program (BQA).

BP-BS-6
Foodborne Pathogens

2010

WHEREAS, the beef industry is dedicated to providing safe and wholesome beef products; and

WHEREAS, the beef industry has supported and encouraged a more science based meat inspection system; and

WHEREAS, the beef industry supports the goal of reducing foodborne pathogenic bacteria in beef products using proven scientific methods; and

WHEREAS, efforts are underway to develop an extensive on-farm pathogen reduction (pre-harvest) program.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support meaningful research directed toward the identification and reduction of foodborne pathogens in beef animals.

BP-BS-10
 Understanding the Food Chain & Quality Assurance Training

2011

WHEREAS, consumer acceptance of beef and beef products depends on consumer confidence in the safety and wholesomeness of beef products; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association work to provide support for the programs of the Beef Quality Assurance Technical Advisory Committee in their efforts to educate producers as to proper management techniques to assure continued production of safe and wholesome beef products.

BP-BS-13
Safe Food Handling Labels

2010

WHEREAS, the public needs to be aware that some food products and not just meat products, may contain bacteria that could cause illness if those food products are mishandled or improperly cooked.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support food labeling and educational programs which inform consumers of the proper method of handling foods to avoid foodborne illness.

BP-BS-14
Gold Tag Program Weaning Period

2010


WHEREAS, a 45-day weaning program has been documented to produce healthier calves than a 30-day weaning program.


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support a 45-day weaning requirement on the Gold Tag program.

BP-BS-15
Non-Ambulatory Cattle

2011

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture blanket policy of not allowing non-ambulatory cattle into the food supply may not be based on the most current scientific knowledge; and

WHEREAS, cattle with recent injuries may provide a safe beef product for personal use, without an option for retail sale.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association request the USDA revisit the issue of classifying ALL non-ambulatory disabled cattle as adulterated under the federal act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the USDA should establish scientific criteria for a veterinarian to allow them to distinguish between recently injured cattle and diseased cattle.

BP-BS-16
Irradiation

2009

WHEREAS, cattlemen are dedicated to the production of safe, wholesome and healthful beef; and

WHEREAS, irradiation has now been approved as a method to reduce pathogens in beef products.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association encourage the use of irradiation throughout the beef industry.

BP-BS-17
Preconditioned Cattle Sales

2011

WHEREAS, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association endorses preconditioned feeder calf sales.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association adopt the following changes in procedure to be recommended for all Iowa Cattlemen’s Association endorsed preconditioned cattle sales.

Procedure:

1. All cattle marketed will be accompanied by an official Iowa preconditioning certificate and identified by an official green and/or gold preconditioning ear tag.

2. No trader cattle allowed at sale. All cattle must be in the owner’s possession at least 60 days prior to the sale. Further, no cattle shall have been in a market less than 60 days prior to sale.

3. Minimum of 500 head is recommended for a sale with the maximum number determined by auction facilities.

4. Preliminary commitment to sell should be given to the auction coordinator.

5. All cattle will be inspected by members of the Preconditioned Feeder Calf Committee and a veterinarian. Any cattle deemed non-conforming will be sold at end of sale.

6. Cattle should be unloaded between 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on the day of the sale. Consignors unable to deliver all their cattle between 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. will have the option of delivery the night before. Hay and water will be removed by 8:00 a.m. on sale day.

7. Calves will be weighed immediately prior to entering sale ring and sold in order determined by sale coordinator. In the case of co-mingled or sorted sales, weighing conditions will be specified prior to sale.

8. The Preconditioned Feeder Calf Committee and the sale coordinator will be responsible for sorting according to size and sex.

9. Sales will be advertised to indicate approximate number of cattle and will be announced from the block if any optional vaccinations have been given.

10. The offering will be designated as an Iowa Cattlemen’s Association endorsed endeavor. All sellers must be members of the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, these minimum requirements of preconditioning of 30 days (45 days for gold tag) weaning and bunk adjustment will be mandatory for cattle to be sold at an Iowa Cattlemen's Association endorsed sale.

Be it further resolved, that the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association work with the Iowa Veterinary Medical Association and Iowa Livestock Marketing Association to encourage their members to up hold all aspects of Iowa preconditioned calf sales. 

GLOBAL CONSUMER MARKETING

BP-GCM-1
World Trade

2010

WHEREAS, increased world trade of beef and beef by-products is probable. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support and encourage the activities and efforts of the Meat Export Federation (MEF) to research markets.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association encourage the National Cattlemen's Beef Association and the Cattlemen’s Beef Board to support these efforts.

BP-GCM-5
EU Growth Promotant Ban

2007

WHEREAS, the United States beef industry has for many years been effectively shut out of the European Union (EU) because of the ban on beef implanted with growth promotants; and

WHEREAS, the issue has been brought before the World Trade Organization (WTO) for a ruling based on science; and

WHEREAS, the US beef industry expects a favorable ruling on the issue.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in the event the United States receives a favorable WTO ruling on this issue, and the EU still refuses to let our beef into the European market, that the Iowa Cattlemen's Association urge the Executive and Legislative Branches of our government to aggressively resolve the issue.

BP-GCM-7
US Meat Export Federation

2007

WHEREAS, the US Meat Export Federation program has been successful in increasing beef exports.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association and the Iowa Beef Industry Council continue to support the efforts of the US Meat Export Federation.
BP-GCM-10
 Small Processor, Differentiated Consumer & Local Foods Systems Markets

2009

WHEREAS, the cattle industry supports the need and strengths of the local processing industry to serve producers and consumers locally processed and raised beef that is available, safe and healthy, and promotes the good economic growth our communities desire; and

WHEREAS, the consuming public perceives extra value in relationships with locally raised and processed beef which grows a new market segment for the Iowa beef industry and its differentiated beef producers.

WHEREAS, the economic development of these market segments and consumer trends are important to the Iowa beef industry and the producers in the industry.

WHEREAS, the local food system providing these products and services is important in community food capacity.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support further research, development and engagement by the beef industry as local food systems and local processing grow to larger markets for our future.
BP-GCM‑11
International Markets

2009

WHEREAS, international markets for beef can have a positive impact on US beef production; and

WHEREAS, import quotas and non‑tariff trade barriers restrict access of US beef products into many foreign markets.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association continue its efforts to encourage government officials in negotiating for expanded international markets for beef and beef products and for the elimination of non‑tariff trade barriers including the elimination of over 21 month age restrictions.
BP-GCM-27
Export Assistance Funding

2007

WHEREAS, the US Meat Export Federation (USMEF) has received $10 to $20 million per year in export assistance; and

WHEREAS, the Market Access Program and its predecessor programs dating back to 1987 have provided the US Meat Export Federation a source of additional funding to expand US beef exports to over 50 nations; and

WHEREAS, domestic consumption of US beef products has increased by nearly 10% since 1987 while the value of US beef exports has more than doubled since the first export promotion funds were received in 1987 to 3.8 billion in 2003; and

WHEREAS, a disproportionate share of efforts and publicity of the United States government has been placed on programs involved on exportation of raw or bulk agricultural products.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association support export assistance programs such as MAP and is in favor of making a high percentage of all export assistance funds available for the export of value-added products such as beef.

BP-GCM-28
Maintaining Export Customer Confidence

2007

WHEREAS, the US border has been closed to Canadian beef since a case of BSE was found in a Canadian cow on May 20, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Canadian boxed beef from cattle under 30 months of age is now being allowed into the US and is being segregated and withheld from our export markets; and

WHEREAS, the US government has proposed a rule to allow live cattle under 30 months of age into this country from Canada; and

WHEREAS, Japan, our largest export customer, has concerns about keeping Canadian beef segregated and out of the export market; and

WHEREAS, our export customers have called for the US beef industry to develop a traceback system to ensure trust in the minds of our export customers; and

WHEREAS, there are concerns about the effectiveness of the Canadian feed ban.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association oppose opening the border to cattle and beef products over 30 months of age.

BP-GCM-29
Country of Origin Labeling

2007

WHEREAS, federal legislation has been passed to implement a mandatory country of origin labeling program on many meat products sold at retail.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support the implementation of the federal mandatory COOL and work toward the inclusion of all beef products.

BP-GCM-30
BSE Testing 

2007

WHEREAS, some US packers seek to voluntarily test their beef for BSE.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support national legislation to allow voluntary BSE testing under USDA supervision.

BP-GCM-32
Beef Check-Off 

2011

WHEREAS, the dollar per head beef check-off has had many benefits for the beef industry; and

WHEREAS, twenty years of inflation has eroded the purchasing power of the check-off dollar; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association support changes in the Act and Order that allows beef producers an organized way to vote on check-off increases.

NUTRITION, HEALTH & INFORMATION

BP-NHI-D-4
Beef Team

2011

WHEREAS, continued efforts of anti-beef campaigns directed at children and young people are being witnessed; and

WHEREAS, many young people with an interest in beef production say they need to address such issues as environmental stewardship, diet/health, food safety, and animal care when conversing with their peers and others.

THEREFORE BE IT DIRECTED the Iowa Cattlemen's Foundation commit to message development and spokesperson training of Iowa's youth, ages 12 to 18, who are willing to put their training to use on behalf of the cattle industry.

BE IT FURTHER DIRECTED the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association recommends that once each year the Iowa Cattlemen's Foundation select from the trainees up to three (3) "Outstanding Communicators", and recognize their achievements with a scholarship to the college or university of their choice.

BE IT FURTHER DIRECTED all County Beef Queens would be eligible to apply for these scholarship awards along with Youth Beef Team trainees as defined above.

BP-NHI‑D-5
Reinstating Iowa Check-Off

2011

WHEREAS, the national $1 per head beef check-off is a mandatory producer self help program that has been working to build beef demand for over 20 years; and

WHEREAS, efforts to unify the industry to make improvements to the national mandatory beef check-off have not come together, and the future of this effort is highly uncertain.

THEREFORE BE IT DIRECTED the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association initiate a petition drive to reinstate a 50 cent per head voluntary state check-off whose funds would be directed by the Iowa Beef Industry Council for the benefit of the beef industry.

BE IT FURTHER DIRECTED if the mandatory national beef check-off is increased, that the voluntary Iowa check-off be rescinded.

BP-NHI-10
Check-Off Program

2011

WHEREAS, a strong working relationship between state beef industry councils and state cattlemen associations are necessary; and

WHEREAS, state cattlemen's associations take a very active role in promoting the passage of the Federal Beef Check-Off Program; and

WHEREAS, the Beef Promotion and Research Board has passed guidelines intended to clarify the Federal Act and Order, but interpreted by some individuals and councils that they actually limit or further restrict usage of funds at both state and national levels; and

WHEREAS, caution needs to be exercised by the Beef Promotion and Research Board to further define the use of the Federal Beef Check-Off program.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association oppose any action by the Beef Promotion and Research Board, the Secretary of Agriculture, or any other entity that would pursue action to take away the rights of the state beef councils given them in the Beef Promotion and Research Act.

BP-NHI-11
Food Safety

2010

WHEREAS, there is increasing incidence of foodborne pathogens reaching consumers through a variety of foods they eat including such foods as fruits, vegetables, juices, meat and poultry, water, eggs, cereal; and

WHEREAS, the cause of foodborne illness can be traced to all levels of the food chain, from farm to processing to manufacturing to distribution to foodservice to retail to home preparation; and

WHEREAS, consumers have a responsibility for understanding how to handle food safely, yet have a lower level of food handling and preparation skills.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the beef industry support and take part in a State Food Safety Task Force that brings all segments of Iowa’s food system together to share expertise, and information within member organizations and with consumers to help insure that Iowans have a safe food supply and know how to properly handle food. This Task Force could also develop an information system to deal with foodborne illness incidents as they happen in our state, as well as coordinate public information programs about food safety and handling. The Task Force could also make recommendations to the Iowa Legislature and Congress about appropriate action to improve food safety in the state.

BP-NHI-12
Public Education

2010

WHEREAS, information regarding the effects of the cattle industry on the environment and other pertinent information concerning food safety, hormone use and etc. is often misstated through the electronic and print media, and has a negative impact on the cattle industry; and

WHEREAS, working with the above entities, as well as conservation and wildlife organizations, would enhance our communication efforts.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association utilize all materials and publications available and applicable to increase the public awareness of the benefits the cattle industry has concerning the environment, the wholesomeness and availability of our food supply and further new materials and projects to aid in this endeavor.

BP-NHI-13
Lean Beef in Nutritional Programs

2009

WHEREAS, as dietary guidelines for school lunches and other public nutrition programs are being reevaluated by public agencies.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association and the Beef Industry leaders encourage these agencies to include nutritious beef in their programs.

BP-NHI‑14
Public News Releases

2010

WHEREAS, some public news releases, stories, documentaries, and other news programs give only one side of the story or otherwise project incorrect information and impressions on the public with respect to food and its production and distribution.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa Cattlemen's Association encourage all media to present factual and complete information including photographs and visual footage on food and its production and distribution, pledge the assistance of the Association toward this end, and encourage the National Cattlemen's Beef Association to do the same.

BP-NHI‑15
Health/Obesity

2010

WHEREAS, the prevalence of American obesity has grown to the point it threatens the health of both adults and children; and

WHEREAS, the State of Iowa has received a federal grant from the Centers for Disease Control to develop programs to address the obesity issue in Iowa; and

WHEREAS, the beef industry, through beef checkoff-funded programs, has been proactive in communicating the nutritional benefits of beef to consumers, health professionals, the media and educators.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the beef industry continue efforts with government agencies, health organizations and the media, to make naturally nutrient-rich foods, including beef, a part of the solution to our state’s/nation’s obesity problem.
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